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level regression analyses, it discovers several factors that predict how positive ratings of the United States were 













image. Using individual- and national-level analyses, it discovers several factors that predict how positive ratings 
of the United States were on an international level. The paper then discusses how the 2012 presidential election 
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perceive this nation. It begins by tracing the percentages of positive views of the United States using survey results 
IURPWKURXJKYDULDWLRQVLQWKHVHPHDVXUHVDUHVKRUWWHUPDQGH[SODLQHGE\FKDQJHVLQOHDGHUVKLS










standing in the world, and in turn, in the practice of public diplomacy.
Deconstructing the United States’ International Image: Short-Term Effects of Leadership
7KHUHKDVEHHQFRQVLGHUDEOHVSHFXODWLRQDERXWWKHIDFWRUVWKDWDIIHFWWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV¶LPDJHLQWKHZRUOGLQ
recent years, in part because of variations in positive evaluations in global surveys of individual countries between 
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Table 1: Factors and Loadings for U.S. Image
7KHDI¿QLW\IDFWRUPHDVXUHVJHQHUDOIHHOLQJVWRZDUGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVDQGKRZPXFKWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVFRQVLGHUV
RWKHUFRXQWULHVLQPDNLQJGHFLVLRQV7KHFXOWXUDOIDFWRUPHDVXUHVKRZQDWLRQVUHJDUG$PHULFDQFXOWXUHLQWHUPV




ZLWKWKHPLOLWDU\YDULDEOHU S DQGU S UHVSHFWLYHO\
2
Exchange: The Journal of Public Diplomacy, Vol. 3 [2012], Iss. 1, Art. 9
https://surface.syr.edu/exchange/vol3/iss1/9
88 89
These results suggest that reactions to the United States combine perceptions of its position in the world and its 
attitudes toward other countries, but not evaluations of its military hegemony. The more positively other nations 
view these cultural aspects of the United States, the more positively they tend to view the United States. 
+RZHYHUJLYHQWKHDWWHQWLRQGLUHFWHGWRZDUGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV¶XVHRIXQLODWHUDOPLOLWDU\SRZHUGXULQJWKH%XVK
administration, the military variable has little impact on the way the United States is perceived internationally. 
Further, military hegemony is not related to cultural values about American customs, media, technology, or 
business practices. Further analysis suggests that these norms are important in part because the nation has come to 
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after the United States responded militarily, he states, the sympathy vanished. 
These arguments are at best incomplete. The United States has enjoyed hegemonic status in the world since the 
FROODSVHRIWKH6RYLHW8QLRQQHDUO\WZRGHFDGHVDJRHYDOXDWLRQVRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVKDYHYDULHGVLJQL¿FDQWO\
GXULQJWKDWSHULRG$VWXG\RIZRUOGRSLQLRQLQHOHYHQLQWHUQDWLRQDOQHZVSDSHUVIRUWKUHHPRQWKVDIWHU
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Creating a Model of World Opinion Toward the United States
:KHQRQHZLVKHVWRHYDOXDWH³ZRUOGRSLQLRQ´WRZDUGDQ\VXEMHFWXVLQJJOREDOSROOVWKHFRPPRQSUDFWLFHLVWR
H[DPLQHWKHPDUJLQDOIUHTXHQFLHVIURPHDFKQDWLRQ¶VVDPSOHDQGPDNHDJHQHUDOL]DWLRQDERXWWKHUHVXOWV$VVXFK
this paper initially examined the percentages of positive evaluations of the United States in different nations, and 
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effects from attitudes toward American military power in evaluations of the country. The strongest correlation is 
EHWZHHQDWWLWXGHVWRZDUG$PHULFDQFXOWXUHDQGDWWLWXGHVWRZDUGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVQRWVXUSULVLQJO\WKHVHFRQG
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evaluate their feelings toward the United States according to this metric.
The predictive power of these measures is shown below in the results of a stepwise regression analysis that uses 
PHDQPHDVXUHVDVLQGHSHQGHQWYDULDEOHVDQGWKHPHDQDI¿QLW\WRZDUGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVDVDGHSHQGHQWYDULDEOH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Conclusion: Globalization, American Values, and Public Diplomacy
7KLVDQDO\VLVEHJDQE\QRWLQJWKHHIIHFWSUHVLGHQWLDOHOHFWLRQVKDYHRQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV¶JOREDOLPDJH2EDPD¶V









The detailed data analysis indicates that attitudes toward American customs, values, business practices, and culture 







the United States well to disengage these two concepts in rhetoric and policy.
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